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Founded In 1887, Pratt Institute was the 
vision and eventual creation of Charles 
Pratt. By being unsatisfied by other the 
programs of mainstream institutes around 
the country he set out to create a place of 
learning that would teach its students 
practical skills that would become easily 
applied to the workplace of the time peri- 
od. As traditional degrees were viewed as 
incomplete by its founder, offering only 
teaching in the liberal arts Pratt Institute 
was molded as learning center for both 
the mental and physical. Charles Pratt 
believed in a solid education in the liberal 
arts, but had noticed that the apprentice- 
ship system had faded out of existence. 
With this in mind, a machine shop building 
consisting of a metal working and wood 
working forge and foundry. Based upon 
its early layout as an industrial school, 
there has long existed a myth that the 
institute was originally intended to 
become a Shoe factory if the institute 
failed as a place of learning. 
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Our experiences here at Pratt 0 
are as varied and diverse as 
the’ melting pot we live in. ttt LLY HT hh 
Some good, some bad, and Ihillhlllllllalaahal hb bll AAA AR Adhhlhihihh 
some ugly, it all depends on ) > 
your perspective of it all. INCHES 
Was your Pratt experience 
half full or half empty? 
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